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THOUSANDS DIE IN HAND-TO-HAND BATTLE

GERMAN PONTOON COMPANIES CROSS MONS-CONDE’ CANAL

| Onc of the stnking incidents in the defense of the British position at Mons was the holding of the south bank of the Mons to Conde canal. “The nghting ceased during the mnight, b

I than ever,” writes G. H Perris in the Daily Chronicle. ‘The Germans had evidently received re-enforcements  Scouting parties of Dragoons and Ublans tried to reach th. .

; guns, but some were made priseners. Then an advance was made en masse ,and although whole ranks were mowed down, the main body managed to reach the north bank of the canal and began to build bndges. The
i battle had become a posttive butchery. Ten times the Germans =u"‘a0dt‘d in throwing pontoons over the water, and ten times the British artilery destroyed them.

[NIANS FLOCKING Historic Rheims  NSTRNS RUSED Third Great Battle
[0 THER COLORS .4 Mass of Ruins BYRVERSES,ROT On, Says Petrograd

Desperate fighting, much of it hand to hand, marks
the eighth day of the titanic struggle along the 130-mile
attie line 1 Fraece.

[he Cerman attempt to capture Rheims has tailed,
though the city is reported almost totally destroved,
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